



















As a footnote to my letter of December 13 about the Oman 
debate, you may be interested to know that I saw Mahmoud Riad, 
the U.A.R. Representative, at a party last night and he 
virtually said that while we may have got away with Oman 
this time, they (and by this it was not clear whether he 
meant the U.A.R. or the Arabs) would press the attack on our 
position in the whole Arabian peninsula from Aden round to 
the Sheikhdoms. He said that he had mentioned to me when 
I was in Cairo and to Harold Beeley that something had to be 
done about these anachronistic situations. He suggested 
they would press their attack through the Committee of 
Seventeen (about to become the Committee of Twenty-Pour). 

At that stage we were interrupted so I could not probe him 
further. 


2. How far Riad was talking for himself, how far for his 
Government, and how far for other Arabs, I do not know but 
I think we can take it that the next year will see a fairly 
hot attack on our position in the Arabian peninsula 
beginning, of course, with Aden. 

3. You may however be amused to learn that Riad thinks 
nothing of Talib bin Ali. He regards him as a fool and 
said he could never understand what he wa.s talking about. 
Had Riad known the word "oaf", I think that is what he 
would have called him! 


4. I am sending copies of this, letter to Beeley in Cairo, 
Luce in Bahrain and Bushell in Aden. 






(C.T. 





R.S. Crawvford, Esq., C.M.G., C.V.O., 
Foreign Office. 
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To : 

Sir Harold Beeley, 
CAIRO 


From: 


Mr. Crawford 


Copies to : 

Sir W. Luce, 

BAHRAIN. 


Insert Telephone No. & Ext. 
when appropriate. 


You will have seen Colin Crowe's 
letter 1056/11 of December 14,in which he 
reports some surprising remarks made by 
Mahraaoud Riad, the U.A.R. Representative at 
the United Nations, on the subject of the 
U.A.R. attitude to our position in the 
Arabian peninsula^. 

2. This is so far out of line with what we 

have understood from your reports and from 
other sources to be the official U.A.R. 
attitude that I should be grateful for your 
comments.^ 

^ Ci suggest that it would also be worth 
while to make some informal enquiries to see 

how far Riad was speaking for his (government. 

_ «. 

•£. I amsending^ cop^e^-of this letter to 
Luce in Bahrain, Crowe in New York and 
Bushe11 in Aden. 


Mr. Crowe, 

UIMI3 NEW YORK 

Mr. Bushell, 

ADEN. 
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some remarks, made "by Mahmud Riad and reported by Colin Crowe 
his letter (1056/11/62) of December 14, on the subject of the 
U.A.R. attitude to our position in the Arabian peninsula. 


2. When he was employed in the Presidency of the Republic we 
found Mahmud Riad personally agreeable and more forthcoming than 
most of his colleagues. We knew however - if I may quote from 
my 1962 Personalities - that he was "an extreme Arab nationalist 


and highly suspicious of the Western powers, especially Britain". 

I believe that he often expressed his irritation with British 
policy to my German colleague, with whom (for they had served 
together in Damascus) he was on close terms. Indeed, you will 
have seen from my telegram No. 899 of December 3 that Ali Sabri 
told the U.S. Ambassador here that Mahmud Riad's offensive 
remarks on our position in Aden had been made without instructions. 
I am not sure that we should accept this assurance at its face 
value, but it does illustrate Riad’s extreme position on what he 
would call "Aral, questions". \ 

3« JE do not doubt t hat the U.A.R. Go vernment are hostile to 
^our position in the Arabian peninsula 7 bo far, however, tKSy 
have made little - or no effort to upseFt us in the Gulf. In 
common with the other Arab States they have of course opposed us 
on Oman, and they will continue to do so; but on that question 
they have been no more extreme, and no more effective, than the 
Iraqis for example. For reasons of their own they have not yet 
made serious efforts at subversion in the other principalities of 
the Gulf; and unless the situation changes in Iraq or Saudi 
(Arabia, I do not think that they are likely to do so in the near 
j futu re. They do however think that the situation (in Kiad^s ' 
Words to Crowe) is "anachronistic"; and they will no doubt be 
unable to refrain from causing us as much embarrassment as they 
can in the United Nations. 

^ 4* The strength of the U.A.R. attack on our position in Aden 
* and the protectorates will depend largely on our attitude to jthe 
^ Republican regime in t he' Y errf ehu If we continue to withhold 

( recognition, rias^er will" interpret our attitude as one of positive 
hostility, and he will think himself Justified in "reacting", as 
he puts it, by increasing his subversion and propaganda 
operations against our position in "the Arab South". If we 
recognise the Republican regime in Yemen, however, and if a 
decrease in Saudi assistance to the Royalists brings the with¬ 
drawal of some Egyptian troops, we should be in a better position 
to press the Americans to keep Nasser and Sallal to their promise 
not to upset us in Aden; but even so, we can only hope to put 



/a stop 


R. S. Crawford, Esq., C.M.G., C.V.O., 
Foreign Office, 

London, S.W.l. 
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a stop to active subversion and really serious propaganda 
Ioperations - I fear that there will always be Aden exiles 
in Cairo, and that the "Voice of the Arabs" is always likely 
iito be used against our position in Aden. 

5* I am sending copies of this letter to the recipients 
of yours. 


trUsvV 





(H. Beeley) 
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Your letter to Crawford of January 3 
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Your paragraphs 3 and 4 suggest that the 
UAR Government may not realise ttiat it is 
impossible to attack us in^Addn without thereby 
attacking our position in the Gulf, to which 

fa*y Phi-y 

they attach ^os » e importance. If so, you might 
find it useful to bear this point in mind 
during your forthcoming approach. 
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